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WILDERNESS ISSUES LECTURE SERIES BEGINS THIS MONTH 
MISSOULA—
The first installment of the 27th annual Wilderness Issues Lecture Series will be 
held Tuesday, Jan. 31, at The University of Montana.
The series, “Native Peoples and Conservation,” is free and open to the public. 
All lectures will be held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room 106.
Sponsored by UM’s College of Forestry and Conservation, the series brings a 
dynamic group of speakers from around the country to provide thought-provoking 
discussion about conservation issues among Native peoples.
Lectures in the series are:
■ Jan. 31 — “Back to the Future: Eco-cultural Restoration, Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge and Indigenous Cultural Survival,” Dennis Martinez, 
chair of the Indigenous Peoples’ Restoration Network; O’odham, Chicano and 
Anglo heritage.
■ Feb. 7 -  “Law, Progress and the American Indian,” Ray Cross, UM School 
of Law professor; Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation.
■ Feb. 14 -  “A Spiritual History of the Living World,” Linda Hogan, 
Chickasaw poet, novelist, playwright and essayist.
■ Feb. 21 -  “Native Use, Management and Knowledge of Tropical Forests in 




■ March 7 — “Arctic Environment, Climate Change and Inuit Human Rights,” 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier, chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference; Inuit.
■ March 14 — “Salmon Restoration in the Nez Perce Territory,” Emmit 
Taylor, Department of Fisheries Resource Management; Nez Perce Tribe.
■ March 21 -  “Where Forests Meet the Sea: Custom, Crisis and Conservation 
in the Solomon Islands,” Chris Filardi, Center for Biodiversity and 
Conservation, American Museum of Natural History.
■ April 4 -  “War Stories: American Indian Environmental Issues,” Gail Small, 
executive director for Native Action; Northern Cheyenne.
■ April 11 — “Native American Spirituality and Wilderness,” Janine Pease, 
director of Native American Studies and vice president of American Indian 
Affairs, Rocky Mountain College; Crow.
■ April 18 -  “Tribal Governance and Sovereignty: Challenges and 
Opportunities in Natural Resource Management,” Bodie Shaw, deputy director, 
Wildland Fire Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs; Confederated Tribes of 
the Warm Springs Indian Reservation.
■ April 25 -  “The Real Human Being: Wisdom of Elders for Modern Times,” 
Farry Merculieff, deputy director for the Alaska Native Science Commission; 
Aluet.
For more information, call Nicky Phear, UM College of Forestry and 
Conservation, at (406) 243-6932 or e-mail nicky.phear@cfc.umt.edu.
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